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the local planning authority, appropriate for residential development, having 

had regard to any adverse impact on the natural and local built environment 

including heritage assets. In assessing potential brownfield sites, local 

planning authorities must consider the NPPF and have regard to relevant 

policies in their development plan documents. 

• To be available, the relevant owner or developer has expressed an intention 

to sell or develop the land, or in the opinion of the local authority, there are no 

ownership issues that might prevent residential development from taking

place. 

• To be achievable, the development is likely to take place within the next 15 

years. 

8.2.3. These assessment criteria mean that many previously developed sites don’t 

qualify for entry on the Brownfield Land Register and the sites that have been 

entered are likely to already benefit from planning permission and therefore 

already contribute towards housing land supply. 

8.2.4. We also identify regeneration opportunities on previously developed land 

through the Dorset Council Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

(SHLAA). This identifies sites of at least 0.5ha that meet the national definition 

of previously developed land. Delivery of these sites is less certain but due to 

their larger size, greater opportunities exist for planning interventions such as 

master planning, site remediation or for funding opportunities. 

8.3. Brownfield land delivery 

8.3.1. National planning policies suggest that local plans and planning decisions 

should give substantial weight to the reuse of suitable brownfield land within 

settlements for homes and other uses that will contribute toward meeting 

identified needs. 

8.3.2. A common argument is that brownfield land should be developed in advance of 

greenfield sites. This expectation is however not realistic as the overall need for 

housing in the short term (next 5 years) far outstrips the supply of brownfield 

sites available in Dorset. By way of illustration, Dorset Council must grant 

permission for at least 16,000 homes over the next five years while the Dorset 

Council Brownfield Land Register only contains sites with capacity for around 

2,500 homes. Consequently, any brownfield first phasing policy would simply 

constrain the supply of land and exacerbate the current housing crisis. 
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Question 29: How else can we encourage development on brownfield land, whilst also 
planning positively to meet our needs for homes and employment land?


